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Membership 
 
For information on chapter 
membership, notification 
of address and phone 
number changes, please 
contact: 
 
Sarah Sherfy 
9140 Paseo Tranquillo 
Gilroy, Ca  95020 
(408) 825-9700 
sherfy@gmail.com 
 
 
Submit articles or 
questions to: 
 
Lisa Stapleton 
4254 Indigo Dr. 
San Jose, CA  95136 
(408) 267-8296 
LKstapleton@yahoo.com 
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August http://scvcrfg.wordpress.com/ 
2011 

 

N e x t  M e e t i n g :  
August 13th 

Social and set-up 12:30 
Meeting 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

G e o r g e  T y s o n  o n  S m a r t  
G r a p e  G r o w i n g  

 
Ever wanted to grow your own grapes, but you just haven’t 

had much luck?   

 

While the Bay Area shares many of the climatic features 

that make it possible to grow wonderful wine grapes and 

fresh-eating varieties, it can be challenging to get 

consistent, bountiful crops. 

 

At our upcoming CRFG meeting, George Tyson will share 

lessons learned during his twenty-five years of experience 

in viticulture, which he has used to establish two vineyards 

containing more than 70 varieties of grapes in Walnut Creek 

and Scotts Valley.  Find out which varieties are best for your 

area, and learn how to take care of them so that they thrive 

despite the pests and hazards that attack grapes in our 

area. 
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All About Pomegranates: Upcoming November International Meeting  
By Lisa Stapleton 

Did you catch Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid’s comments that he missed his garden—and its blooming 
pomegranates and roses—because the debt crisis had kept him in Washington for so long that he hadn’t “seen 
home in more than three months”?  Dennis Miller and other talkshow hosts had a great time poking fun, but if 
you love pomegranates as much as I do, you can probably empathize.  And if you want to hang out with other 
pomegranate lovers, come celebrate the Year of the Pomegranate with other likeminded CRFG members this 
year at our annual meeting. 

CRFG’s upcoming international conference—we’d call it the “state meeting,” but we have many members from 
other states and even other countries now—is at an unusual place this year: Tempe, Arizona.  And because it’s 
being held in Arizona for only the second time, the meeting’s Arizona-chapter organizers decided to give 
attendees a break from the summer heat by holding it from November 3rd through November 6th. 

You’ll have a chance to meet a variety of “fruit celebrities.” Richard Ashton, author of The Incredible 
Pomegranate, and Barbara Baer, editor of the internationally acclaimed book Pomegranate Roads, will both 
help us celebrate the Year of the Pomegranate.  The celebration is well timed; dozens of new varieties have 
been introduced in recent years, fueled by new varieties and genetic stock from Central Asia, where their 
genetic diversity is largest. ( Longtime CRFG members probably remember a time when they considered them 
lucky if there was even one variety other than Wonderful at their local plant stores.  Now, it’s often possible to 
choose from half a dozen or more.) 

Also, local fruit luminaries Axel Kratel and Harvey Correia—founder of Pom Worldwide—will also discuss their 
fruit-growing passions at the conference.  Other speakers will discuss jujubes, date palms, pitahayas, guavas, 
edible cacti and sustainable food and fuel.  As usual, local tours will be scheduled before and after the Saturday 
program. 

Other upcoming events: 

August 7th Orchard Work Party 
August 13th Board Meeting 
September 4th Orchard Work Party 
September 24th Guided Tour at UCSC 
October 2nd Orchard Work Party 
October 8th Board Meeting, Regular Meeting 

Touring the former CloudForest with Axel Kratel 
By Susan Kay with Lisa Stapleton 
 
As we mentioned in our last issue, our chapter is experimenting with a new way to do garden tours.  Rather 
than relying so heavily on the “whirlwind” approach that we’ve used in the past—with just one or two days with 
five or six tours each day—we’re asking members to pick a date that’s convenient and tell the membership 
when they can visit.  Our chapter will advertise it in meetings and via email and other electronic communication.  
The hope is that we’ll get a broader range of participants if people can pick their own dates, and people won’t 
feel rushed trying to see so many gardens in the same day.  

Several members, including Axel Kratel, have recently stepped up to the challenge and opened their gardens to 
our membership. On July 16, CRFG members were lucky enough to tour Axel’s amazing terraced Santa Cruz 
garden. Axel has an astounding assortment of citrus and pome fruits, as well as many stone. A "tropical 
garden" surrounds his home, with avocados, mountain papaya, and cherimoya, as well as many palms. His 
macadamia tree is also growing and producing well.  
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Axel is a scientist as well as a fruit-lover, and he has put these two skills together for a well thought-out and 
managed orchard.  In his invitation to the tour, he told local members that he’d originally pursued a “cloudforest” 
approach to fruit gardening, with many different types of fruit trees planted closely together in different layers, 
mimicking natural forests.  But after seeing several harvests wiped out by different pests and diseases, he now 
favors a more managed approach, with lots of attention given to pruning and garden hygiene. 

The tour started with a potluck on a quite warm Saturday afternoon. Luckily, most CRFG events are well 
supplied with good food! Next came citrus tasting, ambling through the apple groves, and a talk on stone fruits. 
All of the plants were well mulched and watered with drip irrigation bubblers. It was very pleasant to see the 
chickens meandering, and the bees buzzing around the garden.  Thank you, Axel, for sharing with us!! 

Editor’s note: To make this approach to garden tours work, consider showing off your garden.  Even if you think 
you’re not doing anything special, there’s value in just showing the range of possibilities, so don’t be shy.  

Also, since we’re not scheduling all of the tours at the same time, you can show off your fall- and winter-
ripening plants. Even if you’ve shown your garden off a lot in previous tours, wouldn’t it be cool to display, say, 
pineapple guavas, persimmons, grapes and other fall fruits?  Give yourself a deadline, pick a date, and then 
please email Susan and Lisa as soon as possible, so that we can get the word out. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ACTIVITY MANAGERS 2010 

Programs Susan Kay 

408-735-7376  

scasnerkay@gmail.com 

Chair Jack Kay 

Kay639@yahoo.com 

Membership Sarah Sherfy  

408-825-9700  

sherfy@gmail.com  

Vice-chair Katie Wong 

ALIVENSILK@aol.com 

E-group Editor Piyush Mehta  

510-713-8202 

piyush_mehta@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Jeffrey Wong 

Jeffrey.wong@itv.com 

Newsletter 

editor 

Lisa Stapleton 

408-267-8296 

LKStapleton@yahoo.com 

Secretary Joan Halperin 

gargoyleden@verizon.net 

Scion 

Exchange 

Karl Gross  

408-733-5317 

gross_karl@sbcglobal.net  

Board 

Member 

Milovan Milutin  

Milovan.milutin@ 

comcast.net 

Hospitality Becky Davies 

925-556-9846 

jefdavies@sbcglobal.net 

Board 

Member 

Chris Melville 

Chris.r.melville@gmail.com 

Heritage 

Orchard 

Walt Crompton 
650-570-5567 

geronimo@astound.net  

Board 

Member 

Madeline Bakarich 

shootsandbranches@gmail.

com 

Speaker Gifts 

Acting Chair 

Nancy Garrison 

408-298-5828 

nancyg2@aol.com 

Past Chair Nancy Garrison 

408-298-5828 

nancyg2@aol.com 

Librarian Milovan Milutin 

Milovan.milutin@comcast.net 

Co-

librarian 

Martha Dahlen 

marcalart@yahoo.com 
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